CITY HALL
th
33325 8 Avenue South
Federal Way, WA 98003-6325
253 835-2402
www.cityoffederalway.com

October 21, 2013

Steve Walker, Director
Multifamily Housing & Community Facilities Division
Washington State Housing Finance Commission
1000 Second Avenue, Suite 2700
Seattle, WA 98104-3601
RE:

Park 16 Project application for revenue bond financing

Dear Mr. Walker:
The following represents the City of Federal Way’s comments regarding DevCo’s application to
the Washington State Housing Finance Commission (Commission) for use of nonrecourse
revenue bond financing for the Park 16 multifamily project, located at 35703 16th Avenue South
in Federal Way. The City finds that the proposed project is inconsistent with the City’s CDBG
Consolidated Plan and we therefore oppose the application for financing.
The City is appreciative of the need to provide housing affordable at a broad spectrum of
income levels and has historically supported a diverse range of housing options for our
socioeconomically diverse community. While the City’s CDBG Consolidated Plan is supportive of
affordable housing, that plan specifically is intended to complement and work within the
structures of the existing policies and “strategic “ planning documents of the City and uses
information from these documents as referenced throughout the Plan.
24 CFR 91.510 (c) mandates that “[the] jurisdiction's certification that an application is
consistent with its consolidated plan means the jurisdiction's plan shows need, the proposed
activities are consistent with the jurisdiction's strategic plan, and the location of the proposed
activities is consistent with the geographic areas specified in the plan.”
The City’s Comprehensive (Strategic) Plan clearly enacts the Growth Management Act (GMA)
and County Wide Planning Policies, which outline preferences for an equitable mix of housing
affordability within cities and regionally. Within that context, we are concerned that approval of
the bonds for Park 16 would add to what is already an oversupply of a specific range of lowincome housing in Federal Way. This would run counter to the goals of the GMA and County

