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FEDERAL WAY OUTREACH PROGRAM WINS TOP NATIONAL AWARD 
 
The National Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials (NBC-LEO), a constituency group of the National 
League of Cities (NLC), honored the City of Federal Way and six other cities with its annual City Cultural 
Diversity Awards. The awards were presented on Monday, March 13, during the NLC Congressional City 
Conference in Washington, D.C. 
 
Federal Way won a coveted 1st place award for its Korean Outreach Program. The awards are given by 
population category, with Federal Way winning top honors in the 25,001-100,000 grouping.  NBC-LEO 
lauded the City for its dedicated efforts to address the obstacles immigrants face when settling into an 
American community.  The program offers its large Korean community the services of a special liaison to 
assist them in handling everyday difficulties and the chance to meet regularly with city officials to discuss 
concerns and share information. 
 
Mayor Michael Park and Councilmember Linda Kochmar accepted the award, which was presented at the 
Celebrate Diversity Breakfast during the conference. 
 
“ It is a great honor for our Korean Outreach Program to be recognized at a national level,”  said Park.  “ I 
am especially proud and happy because I initiated this program in 1992.  Federal Way’s diversity is one of 
its greatest strengths, and it is very gratifying to receive this award for our efforts.”    
 
NBC-LEO annually sponsors the diversity awards to promote cultural diversity in community governance 
through citizen and community participation.  Winners are selected from a pool of applicants from NLC 
member cities that promote diversity.  Federal Way previously won an honorable mention in 2003 for the 
exemplary work of its Diversity Commission and their committed efforts to improve and promote cultural 
understanding and communication. 
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(Note:  Picture of award presentation by NBC-LEO officials to Mayor Park and Councilmember Kochmar 
included on 2nd page.) 
 



 


