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News and resources for residentsFall 2015

New Welcome Sign
Federal Way now has a new welcome sign, thanks to a partnership 

with local service clubs. Visitors and residents alike now stay up-to-
date on events and city news in real time. To learn more about how 
your organization can highlight your event on the sign, please visit: 
cityoffederalway.com/documentcenter/view/6413

On October 21, 2015, the City 
broke ground on the new Federal 
Way Performing Arts & Event Center 
(PAEC), located on the corner of  
316th S. and the newly named Pete von 
Reichbauer Way S. Earlier in October, 
the Council voted to award the bid 
to construct the PAEC to Garco 
Construction, Inc. 

The PAEC’s 716-seat theatre will 
feature touring acts as well as an 
arts education program meeting 
curriculum standards. Collaborations 
with the school district and existing 
arts groups will offer opportunities 

Welcome to Federal Way

Performing Arts & Event Center Groundbreaking

This coming summer, Town Square 
Park will feature new amenities that 
include: a state of  the art spray park; 
a great lawn; a walking trail; a big 

Town Square Park opened July, 
9, 2014, after the site sat vacant 
and blighted for well over a decade. 
The location was once the site of  a 
movie theater and the city bought the 
property in 2007. Through the years, 
several concepts were proposed but for 
varying reasons none came to fruition.

The park saw seven major events 
in its first year, drawing nearly 1,000 
people per event, including our city’s 
25th Anniversary Celebration, movie 
nights and the Holiday Tree Lighting.

The park was intended to evolve 
to meet the needs of  our community 
and that is why we engaged in the 

Follow Civic Events on 
TV21 and YouTube

New Day Federal Way brings Neighborhood 
Connection and other events to you on TV21 
(Comcast channel 21) and on the City’s 
YouTube channel at  
www.youtube.com/user/FWcommunications.

Mayor Jim Ferrell: 253.835.2402

City Council: 253.835.2401

Police: Call 911 for emergencies.  
For non-emergency calls, 253.835.6700 

Code Compliance and Graffiti: 
253.835.2617

Streets, Traffic and Stormwater: 
253.835.2700  
(After hours, call 800.400.0749)

• Mayor’s Message

• Light Rail

• Seattle Children’s Clinic

• New City Website

Mayor Jim Ferrell & Councilmembers Kelly Maloney, Susan Honda, Deputy Mayor  
Jeanne Burbidge, Councilmembers Dini Duclos, Bob Celski, Lydia Assefa-Dawson, 
Martin Moore, and former Washington State Senator Tracey Eide.

Town Square Park—Exciting Changes Are Underway!

www.cityoffederalway.com ● www.facebook.com/CityofFederalWay ● twitter.com/WAFederalWay4
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Anniversary

playground for children; a covered picnic 
area; a 28-foot living holiday tree and 
over 130 trees throughout the park. It 
will also have permanent restrooms, 

basketball courts, 
and a meeting plaza 
for residents to 
gather for special 
events. The changes 
are the result 
of  hundreds of  
comments from 
citizens as a result of  
our city newsletter 
last year, a public 
meeting last October 
and from the City 
Council Retreat 
earlier this year.

This is Phase 
II of  our Town 
Square Park and it’s 
important to note 
the history of  this 
site and the park as 
to how we got here. 

www.cityoffederalway.com ● www.facebook.com/CityofFederalWay ● twitter.com/WAFederalWay

Phase II Design Improvements
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Architectural Rendering of the Performing Arts & Event Center Set to Open Summer 2017

25th Anniversary Ceremony & Street Dedication of  
Pete von Reichbauer Way S.

Washington State Senator Joe Fain, King County Councilmember  
Pete von Reichbauer, Mayor Jim Ferrell, Deputy Mayor Jeanne Burbidge 

and Joann Piquette break ground on the PAEC.

Mayor Jim Ferrell
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These are exciting times in Federal 
Way as our city is experiencing positive 
change from our downtown to our local 
neighborhoods. Property values are up 
and we have seen more than $100 million 
in private investment in our city over the 
past 18 months. 

As you will read in this Fall Newsletter, 
we have had a busy and productive year. 
With the Phase II developments at Town 
Square Park, the City Council’s vote to 
begin construction on the Performing 
Arts and Event Center, celebrating our 
25th Anniversary of  incorporation with 
a large carnival and special dedication, to 

a complete redesign of  our city website, 
Federal Way is certainly on the move!

Achieving success takes partnerships 
and I truly believe city government 
works best when we involve our 
citizens. I have an open door policy 
and would love to hear from you. No 
matter how big or small your concern, 
please do not hesitate to call my office 
at (253) 835-2402 or email me at 
jim.ferrell@cityoffederalway.com. 

I look forward to seeing you at a 
community event or at city hall!

In July, the Sound Transit Board, comprised of  elected officials from Pierce, 
King and Snohomish Counties, including our own King County Councilmember 
Pete von Reichbauer, voted unanimously to recommend an Interstate 5 
alignment for the proposed Link Light Rail extension to Federal Way. This 
recommendation mirrors similar votes by the Federal Way City Council and the 
Federal Way School District, as well as the cities of  Des Moines, SeaTac, and Kent. 

This was an unprecedented display of  collaboration and unity amongst 
neighboring jurisdictions that weighed heavily in the outcome of  the Sound Transit 
vote. Bringing Light Rail to Federal Way will allow for upward mobility of  our 
citizens and will finally provide a realistic transportation alternative for South King 
County residents commuting to and from the main job center of  our region.

For more information, please visit: soundtransit3.org

Welcome Seattle  
Children’s Clinic! 

Seattle Children’s South Sound Clinic is now 
open! Located at 34920 Enchanted Pkwy S. in 
Federal Way, the clinic offers 15 departments 
specializing in various treatments and services, 
including an urgent care facility open Monday 
through Friday from 5 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. and 
weekends and holidays from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
No appointments or referrals are needed at the 
urgent care clinic.

New City Website

Later this month, the city will 
re-launch its cityoffederalway.com 
website. The new site will enhance 
user experience and improve 
accessibility to important city 
services like the permit center.  
Look for the site to go live the  
first week of  December.

Let’s Paint!
On April 25, 2015, over 400 
volunteers gave a fresh coat of 
donated paint to a 1000-foot-long 
blighted neighborhood fence.

to make the arts an integral part of  
education. Exciting prospects also exist 
to engage production technical skills 
training within the facility through 
a relationship with the Institute of  
American Indian Arts (IAIA) in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico. It will also provide a 
home for the community’s symphony, 
choral groups and other musical and 
theatrical organizations. The new 
facility will bring their combined  
total of  18 annual productions to a 
new level of  excellence for our  
creative community.

The Event Center boasts 8,000 sq. 

Veterans Way & Flagpole Dedication—November 11, 2014

A Positive Direction for Federal Way—Light Rail

ft. that will provide a regional impact 
beyond the arts, hosting meetings, 
conferences, and receptions along with 
a Native American Culinary Institute 
within its full catering kitchen, in 

partnership with the Muckleshoot 
Tribe. The Event Center will serve as 
a catalyst for tourism and economic 
development throughout the South 
Puget Sound.

Performing Arts & Event Center 
Continued from page 1

Town Square Park, Continued from page 1
extensive public outreach. Equipped 
with these great suggestions, the city 
began the process of  developing Phase 
II. It is important to note, all of  
the furnishings from Phase I will 
be repurposed into the Phase II 
improvements. Those include items 
like the park benches and umbrellas, as 
well as the basketball hoops. 

When the park opens next summer, 
it will be an environmentally sensitive 
Low Impact Development (LID). This 
“green” park sits atop the headwaters 
of  the Hylebos watershed, making 
how surface water is managed a crucial 
component to the development. 
These improvements include: 
permeable pavers and concrete; 

vegetated green roofs on the covered 
picnic area and the restrooms; a rain 
garden; educational signage; as well 
as interactive stormwater education 
elements for recreational park users 
and students of  all ages.

Our popular movies in the park will 
return and our new park will be an 
inviting destination for our community 
for events or just to enjoy a beautiful 
day in the park. Thank you to all those 
who provided suggestions to improve 
our park.

Look for an announcement of  a 
grand re-opening sometime early  
next summer.

—We’ll see you there! 

Mayor’s Message

Fans cheered the Seahawks in front of City Hall’s large  
12th Man banner.

Mayor Jim Ferrell testifying before the  
Sound Transit Board in July of this year.


