Solid Waste & Recycling Division

Recycling Review
RECYCLING INFORMATION FOR FEDERAL WAY RESIDENTS

Repair Café—Free Event!
Do you have a broken lamp, pair of ripped
jeans, or busted chair sitting around? Don’t
trash them—bring them to the Repair Café!
Skilled “fixers” will be there to repair your
damaged or broken household items—
for free!

FALL 2016

WHAT’S INSIDE
Monday,
Sept. 26, 2016
3–6:30 PM

Federal Way City Hall
33325 8th Ave S

Residents are encouraged to sign up in
advance and describe what small household
items you plan to bring for repair. Walk-ins
are welcome and everyone will be assisted as time is available.

Please bring only items small enough for one person to easily carry in.
Please do not bring any items that are leaking, dangerous, use gasoline,
or have a strong odor. We can’t make appointments for specific times,
and you must be present
during the repair. No
guarantees that a given
item can be fixed (or that
attempting to fix it won’t
“break” it even more).
To sign up to attend, or if
you have questions, please
contact Tom Watson, King
County EcoConsumer, at
tom.watson@kingcounty.
gov or 206.477.4481.
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Bleach + Window Cleaner = Chlorine Gas
You’re cleaning your bathroom counters with chlorine
bleach-based scrubbing powder, and also spray
ammonia-based window cleaner on your mirror.
Uh-oh, the two cleaners get mixed on the counter.
The result is an extremely hazardous gas that is
harmful to you and your family. The Local Hazardous
Waste Management Program
recommends using
less hazardous cleaning
products and NEVER mixing
cleaning products.

Here are some safer alternatives for all-purpose
cleaning:
•T
 ubs, Sinks and Toilets: Try scrubbing with baking
soda or Bon Ami. Rinse well.
•F
 loor: Mix ½ cup white vinegar in a bucket of water
to clean linoleum, tile, brick or stone, or to damp
mop wood floors.
•O
 ther Surfaces: Clean with soap and water. Wipe
away any soap residue.
For more suggestions, visit HazWasteHelp.org

Marlene’s Market
Offers “Green
Living” Classes

Tool Library Opening in 2017
The City of Federal Way is working with a group of local community
members to create a regional tool library. A tool library is a lot like a
book lending library—but with tools and equipment that will help you
improve your home and yard. By sharing tools, we help each other
save money and conserve resources—and also build community!
With the help of local businesses, organizations and individual
donors, South King Tool Library (SKTL) is gathering a variety of home,
garden and hobbyist tools for you to borrow and use. In keeping with
our commitment to be environmentally-friendly, SKTL won’t offer
gas-powered tools, but electric power versions will be available.
SKTL is a nonprofit organization and will open in early 2017 at the
Federal Way Senior Center, 4016 S 352nd St, Auburn. To become
a member and check out tools, please sign-up for your household
membership (suggested annual donations range from $20–$40).
Your participation will help make the South King Tool Library a success!
For more information visit SouthKingTools.org where you can:
• Sign-up for email updates
• Become a member
• Learn how to volunteer
• Find donation options for new or gently used tools
• Make a donation (may be tax deductible)

Getting Rid of Stuff?
Post an Ad Online
Do you have an item in “useable” shape that a second hand store
won’t take or you cannot haul? Consider posting an ad online to see if
anyone is interested in it:

Craigslist: seattle.craigslist.org
eBay Classifieds: seattle.ebayclassifieds.com
2good2toss: 2good2toss.com

Marlene’s Market located in the
Gateway Center is now hosting
free classes on a variety of green
and eco-friendly topics such as
composting, clutter clearing,
edible gardening, backyard
chickens, green cleaning plus
much more (cooking, health and
exercise). These classes will
replace the monthly Green
Living Workshops formerly
held at City Hall. Please see
the full class schedule at
marlenesmarket-deli.com/
classes or call 253.839.0933.

Damaged Clothes
Aren’t Garbage
Anymore
Almost all of the clothes, shoes,
and linens thrown in the garbage
could instead be reused or
recycled. Many local organizations
want all your clothes, shoes,
and linens for reuse or recycling
including damaged, worn or torn
items—even single shoes or socks.
Drop these materials off with your
other donations at the following
second hand stores and collection
boxes:
• Goodwill
• Northwest Center
• The Salvation Army
• USAgain
Please continue to discard wet or
mildewed items, or rags used to
wipe up hazardous materials (like
motor oil).
For more information, visit
KingCounty.gov/threadcycle

FOOD WASTE GUIDELINES
What do Food Date Labels
Really Mean?
Understanding dates stamped on packaging can help you avoid wasting food.
Per the USDA, most products are still OK to consume after these dates.
“Use by” or “Best Before”: The date manufacturer determines based on peak quality.
“Sell by”: Manufacturer’s date to tell store how long to display item for sale.

Where do
Food Scraps
Belong?
Let’s start with where they do
NOT belong: food scraps do
NOT go into your blue curbside
recycling cart. These scraps
really belong in your gray yard
waste cart, along with grass,
leaves, shredded paper, greasy
pizza boxes and (uncoated)
paper plates. All of these
materials go to Cedar Grove
Composting to be made into
compost products.
Composting is an ideal
disposal option for food that
cannot be eaten (banana peels,
egg shells) or has spoiled
(old leftovers, rotten fruits or
vegetables). But remember, it’s
best to not waste food in the
first place.

“Compostable” Diapers?
Diapers go in the garbage—NEVER
in your yard waste or recycling cart!
Even if the diaper package says
“compostable” or “biodegradable” or
the package has a “recycle” symbol
on it, or the diapers are marketed
as “green” or “healthy”, please bag
them and toss in your green garbage
cart or garbage can.

Wasted Food = Wasted Resources
The average American household ends up tossing out about 25% of the
food they buy. Much of it is produce, but we also waste tons and tons of
canned goods, frozen foods, meat and dairy products. When we throw
away food, we’ve wasted significant amounts of water, fuel, fertilizer and
time that went into growing, packaging and transporting it.
Small changes make a BIG difference!
Buy what you need—eat what you buy!
For money saving tips that will help you avoid food
waste, visit RecycleFood.com and click on Food: Too
Good to Waste.

CLOSE OUT SALE!

$5

Food Scrap
Buckets

Take the “ick-factor” out of collecting food
scraps and food soiled paper with food scrap
collection containers and special compostable
bag liners. The first step in composting food scraps and food-soiled
paper at home is to choose a kitchen collection container that is
right for you. This could be as simple as using a paper bag, reusing
a large plastic yogurt container, or purchasing a discounted $5
food scrap bucket from local retailers. Close out sale good through
12/31/16 or while supplies last.
	Oriental Garden Center
30650 Pacific Hwy S
253.839.1639

	Northshore Ace Hardware
35419 21st Ave SW
253.835.5052

Local purchasing information for compostable bags can be found
online at recyclefood.com.

RECYCLING GUIDELINES
WHY Recycle?
Plastic bottles
can turn
into clothing

Always Recycle:

Plastic Bottles,
Jugs & Tubs

Metal Food &
Beverage Cans

Paper &
Newspaper

Aluminum cans
can turn into new
ones in 60 days

Today’s news
can become
new cereal boxes

How to Recycle:

Flattened Cardboard
& Paperboard

Food & Beverage
Cartons

Do NOT Put These in Your Recycling Cart:

:

Recycle all bottles,
cans and paper

Keep items clean
and dry

NO Food Waste

NO Plastic Bags & Film

(Place food and compostable paper in
your curbside food / yard waste cart)

(Bag your bags and take them
back to the grocery store)

NO Needles

NO Foam Cups & Containers

Dirty items can spoil
a whole load of recycling

No plastic bags
These can shut down an
entire recycling center

(Drop off for free at Bow Lake Transfer
Station Recycling Center,
18800 Orillia Rd S, Tukwila)

To Learn More Visit: RecycleOftenRecycleRight.com

Myth Busted!

Proper Disposal of Needles

MYTH: “It doesn’t really matter
what I toss in the recycling cart,
because someone will sort it out.”

“Medical sharps” includes hypodermic needles,
plus syringes or intravenous (IV) tubing with
needles attached, and epipen injectors. Putting
loose needles into the garbage or recycling
creates health risks for workers. A loose needle
could injure or infect an innocent bystander.
Here are safer alternatives:

ANSWER: False! We’re seeing more
and more non-recyclable items
at Recycling Centers, and all this
garbage must be removed by hand
or mechanical sorting to prevent it
from ruining the recyclables. When
garbage goes into your recycling
cart, it makes the recycling process
more expensive, ultimately pushing
your costs higher for garbage and
recycling collection. On the other
hand, when recyclable items go into
garbage containers, it’s all hauled
to a landfill and buried—and that’s
just a waste…
Here’s the best way to go: put
only the correct recyclables in your
recycling cart and non-recyclables
into your garbage can/cart.

PROPER DISPOSAL
Health
Check with your doctor,
Care
health care provider, pharmacy
Provider and/or veterinarian.

Some will allow you to
return sharps to where
you got them.

Drop-Off Bow Lake Transfer Station
18800 Orillia Rd S, Tukwila
		
Federal Way Public Health
33431 13th Pl S, Federal Way

Must be in a punctureproof and leak-resistant
plastic container.

Mail-In

Search online for “Sharps
When provided container
Mail In Programs.”	is full, place in the preaddressed cardboard box
and mail.

Garbage Place needles in an empty
2-liter pop bottle with
screw-on cap.
Close cap tightly.
		

Want to know
where it goes?

NOTES

Watch a video of a local
recycling center at:
wmnorthwest.com/crcvideo

Label the bottle:
“SHARPS—DO NOT
RECYCLE.”
NEVER put loose needles
in the garbage!
NEVER put needles in
recycling or yard waste!

DON’T LET YOUR 
RECYCLING EFFORTS
GO TO “WASTE”!
When recycling is sorted,
full bags look like garbage
and are thrown away.
NO

PLASTIC
BAGS!

Plastic/garbage bags are NOT allowed
in your recycling cart, s o always empty
recycling out of bags.

YES,

LOOSE
RECYCLING!

RECYCLING & DISPOSAL OPTIONS
Free Used
Cooking Oil
Recycling

Free Electronics Recycling
Gone are the days of paying to recycle your old TV. Residents can
recycle their old TVs, computers, monitors and laptops for free
thanks to E-Cycle Washington. Two locations in Federal Way accept
these items for free—working or not:

Deseret
Industries

Free
Drop-Off

2200 South 320th St
#1A
253.839.9045

French Lake
Dog Park
31531 1st Ave S
Federal Way
In order to continue
this free program,
do not leave
containers—either
empty or full of
solidified grease.

Free Microwave
Recycling
Drop off your old or broken microwaves, washers,
dryers, metal pans, wire hangers, old flatware, foil,
and other metal items. There are multiple scrap
metal yards in the area (call ahead for hours, rates
and restrictions).
Here is one of the closest scrap metal recyclers that
pays for all kinds of metals:

Calbag Metals
1602 Marine View Dr
Tacoma
253.572.6800
calbag.com

Goodwill

32521 Paciﬁc Hwy S
253.946.0447

Other electronics such as printers, keyboards and
cell phones are not covered under this program.
However, free recycling is available at the City’s
Spring & Fall Recycling Events (cityoffederalway.
com/RecyclingEvent) or at an approved Take It
Back Network Electronics Recycler (kingcounty.
gov/TakeItBack)

Free Fluorescent
Bulb & Tube
Recycling
Recycle your old fluorescent bulbs
and tubes for free, thanks to this
state-wide program: LightRecycle
Washington (LightRecycle.org).
Residents and businesses can recycle
up to ten mercury-containing lights each
day. Please handle fluorescent bulbs and tubes
carefully—they contain a small amount of mercury
(a toxic substance
released when a CFL bulb
Northshore Ace
or tube breaks). Bulbs and
Hardware
tubes are not accepted in
the garbage or recycling
35419 21st Ave SW
carts and must be
253.835.5052
properly disposed of.

RECYCLING & DISPOSAL OPTIONS
Free Styrofoam Free Battery Recycling
Residents may drop off regular household
Recycling
batteries for recycling at all major City
Styro Recycle

NEW
ADDRESS!

23418 68th Ave S, Kent
(East side, inside “Park 234”)

253.838.9555
StyroRecycle.com
Styro Recycle recycles all your
packaging materials:
• Foam blocks
• Packaging peanuts
• Bubble wrap
• Clear plastic film
• Flattened cardboard
There will no longer be a
winter Stryrofoam dropoff City Hall, but Styrofoam
recycling will continue at the
Spring and Fall Recycling
Events. cityoffederalway.com/
RecyclingEvent

facilities. Look for the transparent blue
recycling tubes:
• City Hall
1st Floor Lobby
33325 8th Ave S

Auburn
Hazardous
Wastemobile

•C
 ommunity Center
876 S 333rd St
•D
 umas Bay Centre
3200 SW Dash Point Rd

The Washington State Office of the
Attorney General publishes a list
of free community shredding
events. Events are added all the
time, so check back frequently:
atg.wa.gov/shredathon.
aspx#events
800.551.4636
(Mon-Fri, 10 AM-3 PM)

1101 Outlet
Collection Way
Sat & Sun
10 am–5 pm

Batteries can also be recycled at the Auburn
Hazardous Wastemobile (information above).
Other hazardous waste accepted, including cleaners, pesticides,
automotive fluids, oil-based paint,
fluorescent bulbs/tubes, propane tanks and more.
Learn more at HazWasteHelp.org or call 206.296.4692

Comprehensive
Local Recycling
Databases
Find out how to recycle almost anything—
mattresses, toilets, stumps & more!

Free Document
Shredding
Events

The Outlet
Collection

King County “What Do I Do With…?”
206.477.4466
kingcounty.gov/whatdoidowith
Washington State Recycling
Database
1.800.RECYCLE (732.9253)
1800recycle.wa.gov

Alternative formats
available upon request.
Call 253.835.2771,
TTY Relay 711

If You’re Not a Perfect Recycler,
Get Paid for Your Opinions
The City needs your help to make recycling easier for
everybody. We’re asking for input from people who
may not be the world’s most perfect recyclers. We’ll
host small discussion groups this fall and next spring
to talk about how people recycle. Each participant
will receive $50 for the two-hour session. You must
live in Federal Way city limits, have current garbage
and recycling service through Waste Management
and be over the age of 25. One participant per
household, please.
If interested, please email your contact information
to recycle@cityoffederalway.com to get on the scheduling list for these
“focus group”-style discussions.

Think Green Federal Way—
on Facebook!
Waste Management has launched a
Think Green Federal Way Facebook
page specifically for residents and
business owners of Federal Way,
which shares recycling tips and local
sustainability topics. Please search
Facebook for “Think Green
Federal Way” and like this
page to support this
education effort.

Service Info—
On the Go!
Waste Management now has
an app for iPhone and Android
devices! Use it to:
• Pay your bill
•V
 iew holiday and service
schedules
•M
 anage paperless and automatic
payments
• View your payment history
• Contact customer service
Learn more:
wm.com/wm-mobile.jsp

Curbside
Recycling
Goes Large
There’s no charge for extra
recycling when placed
beside your curbside
recycling cart. Use your
old blue recycling tub, or
cardboard boxes (smaller
than 3 feet in size).
Remember:
No plastic bags!

CONTACT INFORMATION
Waste Management

 tart, cancel or change garbage, recycling or
S
yard waste services
l Missed collection and/or cart replacement
l Vacation service hold (advance notice only)
l

1.800.592.9995 (M-F 7AM-5PM, Sat 9AM–1PM)
wmnorthwest.com/fedway

City of Federal Way Recycling


Assistance
with recycling and composting
253.835.2771
recycle@cityoffederalway.com
cityoffederalway.com/recycling
l

Printed on recycled paper.

King County Transfer Stations
l

Facilities for disposing of garbage for a fee

206.477.4466, kingcounty.gov/solidwaste
Algona Transfer Station
35315 W Valley Hwy, Algona
Bow Lake Transfer Station and Recycling Center
18800 Orillia Rd S, Tukwila

Household Hazards Line
Assistance with reducing and disposing of
household hazardous waste in King County
1.888.ToxicEd (869.4233), HazWasteHelp.org
l

Grant funded by the Wash. State Dept. of Ecology, the Local Hazardous Waste
Management Program in King County and the King County Solid Waste Division.

