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Solid Waste & Recycling Division

RECYCLING INFORMATION FOR FEDERAL WAY RESIDENTS  SPRING 2017

Recycling Review
 

NEW! Waste 
Management 
Evening 
Customer 
Service Hours
For your convenience, Waste 
Management (WM) now offers 
evening customer service 
hours, so you can call when you 
get home from work. Whether 
you need to change service, 
have questions about your bill, 
or want to know how to recycle 
your pile of cardboard, agents 
are there to help. 

Customers can also connect 
with Waste Management 
24/7 by the Federal Way 
website: wmnorthwest.com/
federalway, and also by using 
the Waste Management App 
for Apple and Android phones. 
The app provides quick links to 
information you need: bill pay, 
pickup schedule and holidays 
observed. Finally, WM also 
provides Live Chat sessions 
through the WM website  
8 AM–5 PM on weekdays.

“Hard to Open” & “Hinged” Plastics 
Belong in the Garbage

Thank you for being a good recycler, but please do 
NOT put hinged plastic containers or “hard to open” 
plastic packaging in the recycling. It may make you 
feel a little guilty to place these in the trash, so you 
might rationalize: “It has a recycling symbol on it” or 
“It looks similar to ‘tubs’ so I bet it can be recycled”. 
Sorry—the only plastics allowed in curbside recycling 

are single-use bottles, jugs and dairy tubs. These are made from similar 
plastic resins. The “recycling triangle” molded on 
plastics is just a code that shows the main resin  
used to make the plastic. Other plastics simply make 
a long trip the landfill when sent to the recycling 
facility by mistake. So, to be a super recycler, please 
recycle only plastic containers shaped like bottles, 
jugs or dairy tubs. Full recycling list available at 
wmnorthwest.com/federalway.

Free Unwanted Medicine Drop-off 
Easy-access drug disposal kiosks are now available, offering a free and 
convenient way to safely dispose your expired or unwanted medicines 
during regular business hours: 
• Federal Way Police Department, 33325 8th Ave S
• HealthPoint Federal Way, 33431 13th Pl S
• Group Health Pharmacy, 301 S 320th St

For convenience, keep medicines in their original container or blister 
pack. Loose pills (like those mixed in a “daily pill minder”) are also 
accepted in clear plastic bags. To protect privacy, peel off or cross-out 
any personal information on the box or vial.

You can safely dispose of almost any drug or medicine in these kiosks. Drugs 
go to a special incinerator for destruction. Kiosks will not accept infectious 
medical wastes (such as used syringes) or non-hazardous herbal 
remedies, cosmetics, or personal care products. 

Now is the time to rid your medicine chest of unwanted or 
expired medications, and safely dispose of them! 

For more information, please visit  
MedicineReturn.org.

Waste Management
Mon–Fri 7 AM–7 PM   

Sat 9 AM–1 PM  
800.592.9995 

wmnorthwest.com/
federalway
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Need a Curbside 
Recycling Guide?

Pick up your guide at City Hall at 
33325 8th Ave S, Federal Way  

or contact Waste Management  
at 800.592.9995 or  

RecycleNW@wm.com  

Glass is Glass, Right?
Not all glass is created the same. Sure, glass bottles and jars are 
recyclable, but then why aren’t windows or glass dishes accepted? 
Even though they look similar, different types of glass melt at different 
temperatures or have different additives, like lead, which can ruin the 

glass when it gets re-melted. Please 
make the recycling process the 
best it can be by putting only empty 
bottles and jars in your recycling 

cart. Drinking glasses, 
ceramic plates and 
mugs, window glass, 
mirrors, etc. should 
go into the garbage 
since there are no 
local recycling 
options for these 
items.

Clear the Roads on 
Garbage Day
Spring and Summer are great for playing 
outdoors, but please remember to pull your 
portable basketball hoop out of the roadway on 
garbage days. Large garbage trucks already 
have difficulty driving around islands in tight  
cul-de-sacs, so parked cars and basketball 
hoops are a no-no on garbage day. 

NO
PLASTIC 
BAGS!

YES,
LOOSE 

RECYCLING!

DON’T LET YOUR   
RECYCLING EFFORTS  

 GO TO “WASTE”!
When recycling is sorted,  

full bags look like  garbage  
and are thrown away.

Plastic/garbage bags are NOT allowed  
 in your recycling cart,  so always empty  

recycling out of bags.

Want to know  
where your  

recycling goes?
Watch a video of a local 

recycling center at: 
wmnorthwest.com/crcvideo

NO!
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What Does Hazardous Waste Look like to Kids?
Of course you know the difference between Comet cleaner and Parmesan cheese, but what about little 
kids who can’t read? Can they tell the difference between bottles of Pine-Sol and apple juice? Dangerous 
cleaners and chemicals can look very similar to kids, so always keep these items out of reach of little ones. 
Please bring unwanted products labeled Caution, Warning, Danger or Poison to the Auburn Hazardous 
Wastemobile for safe, free disposal (see above).

Some cleaning products look like food!

Free 
Fluorescent 
Bulb & Tube 
Recycling
Recycle your old fluorescent 
bulbs (CFL) and tubes  
for free, thanks to this  
state-wide program: 
LightRecycle Washington 
(LightRecycle.org).  

Residents and businesses can recycle up to ten 
mercury-containing lights each day. Please handle 
fluorescent bulbs and tubes carefully  —they contain a 
small amount of mercury (a toxic substance released 
when a CFL bulb or tube breaks). Bulbs and tubes 
are not accepted in the garbage or recycling carts 
and must be properly disposed of. 

ATTN: If You Change 
Your Own Oil 

Did you know that used motor oil will 
be picked up for free as part of your 
garbage service? Place oil in sealed, 
clear gallon jugs with your name and 
address on them. Place up to three 
gallons near your carts on recycling day 
so they are visible to the driver. (Used 
motor oil and other hazardous material 
can also be dropped off at the Auburn 
Hazardous Wastemobile for free.)  

Local Light Recycle Locations
Northshore Ace Hardware

35419 21st Ave SW
253.835.5052

Batteries Plus Bulbs
31830 Pacific Hwy S

253.666.9555

Auburn Hazardous Wastemobile
The Outlet Collection

1101 Outlet Collection Way, Auburn 
(Located in the outside loading dock,  

to the left of Nordstrom Rack)

Sat & Sun 10 AM–5 PM 

Accepts: 

More info: HazWasteHelp.org, 206.296.4692

• Oil-based paint 
• Stain and primer  
• Wood care products 

•  Cleaning products 
(bleach, toilet cleaner)

•  Automotive products 
(oil, antifreeze, car wax)
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Food & Yard Debris 
Goes to Cedar Grove: 
Did you know that the yard debris, food scraps and 
compostable paper that go into your yard waste cart 
are sent directly to Cedar Grove Composting? They 
grind and mix, then turn it into compost. So, the bags 
of Cedar Grove compost at stores may have started 
as organic waste from your yard or kitchen that has 
become a rich soil amendment for your yard.  This 
is a great 
example 
of how 
recycling 
means 
“closing  
the loop.”

What to Do with  
Old Furniture
How can you “recycle” an old couch or 
entertainment cabinet? Well, you can’t. There are 
no current “recycling” options for these items. 
However, if your furniture is in usable condition, 
please consider “reuse” options:

 •  Drop off at second hand stores such as Fusion 
Boutique, Goodwill or Deseret Industries

 •  Donate to NW Furniture Bank/Spring Back 
to furnish homes of families in need (pick up 
available for a fee)

 •  List on Craigslist or a local Facebook Buy 
Nothing Group (BuyNothingProject.org)

If your item is not in reusable condition, then 
a visit to a local transfer station for disposal 
may be the last resort. Algona (35315 W Valley 
Hwy, Algona) and Bow Lake (18800 Orillia Rd S, 
Tukwila) are closest to Federal Way.

Free Document 
Shredding Events 
The Washington State Office of the 
Attorney General publishes a list  
of free community shredding events. 
Events are added all the time, so 
check back frequently:  
atg.wa.gov/shredathon.aspx#events 
800.551.4636  (Mon-Fri, 10 AM-3 PM)

1.  Make sure plastic bags are empty and clean

2.  Collect all bags in one bag (along with clean, dry bags or 
wraps from dry-cleaning, newspaper, produce and  bread; 
plastic wrap from toilet paper and paper towel packs; 
bubble wrap, packing “air pillows”, and more!)

3.  Drop in the plastic bag recycling bin near the front doors 
at many grocery stores (plastic bags are never accepted in 
your curbside recycling cart)

For more information visit: BagYourBags.com or contact 
the King County Solid Waste Division at 206.477.4466.

Recycle Plastic Bags At Stores
The best way to recycle plastic bags is to stuff them all in a single bag, 
tie it up and bring them back to a store that collects them for recycling.

Plastic Grocery Bags
Bread Bags

 

(Dry, Clean, No Food Residue)
Produce Bags

 

(Dry, Clean, No Food Residue)
Plastic Wrap from 

Paper Products
(such as paper towels/toilet paper)

Plastic Zipper Bags

 

(with rigid plastic closing mechanism )
Plastic Bubble Wrap

Dry Cleaning Bags
Shrink Wrap

(such as around boxes)

ACCEPTABLE

All

 

bags

 

must

 

be

 

dry

 

and

 

clean

 

with

 

no

 

food

 

residue.

Mattress 
Recycling

Spring Back
117 Puyallup Ave, Tacoma • 253.302.3868

springbackrecycling.com 
Call ahead for current rates and restrictions
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Free TV & Computer Recycling 
Gone are the days of paying to recycle your old TV or computer. 
Residents can recycle their old TVs, computers, monitors and laptops 
for free thanks to E-Cycle Washington. Two locations in Federal Way 
accept these items for free—working or not:

Electronics Recycling
Other electronics such as printers, keyboards  
and cell phones are not covered under this  
program. However, free recycling is available 
at the City’s Spring & Fall Recycling Events 
(cityoffederalway.com/RecyclingEvent) or at 
an approved Take It Back Network Electronics 
Recycler (kingcounty.gov/TakeItBack)

Deseret 
Industries 

2200 South 320th St 
253.839.9045

Goodwill 
32521 Pacific Hwy S  

253.946.0447

Free  
Cooking Oil 

Drop-Off
French Lake  

Dog Park
31531 1st Ave S 

Drop off used liquid 
cooking oil. In order 

to continue this 
 free program,  
do not leave 
containers.

Appliance Recycling 
Drop off your old or broken microwaves, washers, 
dryers, hot water heaters, metal pans, wire hangers, 
old flatware, foil, and other metal items. There are 
multiple scrap metal yards in the area (call ahead for 
hours, rates and restrictions). 

Calbag Metals is one of the closest scrap metal 
recyclers that pays for all kinds of metals.

Refrigerators, 
freezers and air 
conditioners all 
contain coolant 
and must be 
specially handled, 
so there will 
be a charge for 
recycling. The 
closest place 
is Bow Lake 
Transfer Station & 
Recycling Center.

Calbag Metals
1602 Marine View Dr 

 Tacoma
253.572.6800
calbag.com

Bow Lake  
Transfer Station &  
Recycling Center 

18800 Orillia Rd S, Tukwila 
206.477.4466 

KingCounty.gov/SolidWaste

Comprehensive  
Local Recycling  
Databases
Find out how to recycle  
almost anything— 
Styrofoam, paint,  
batteries & more! 

King County “What Do I Do With…?”
206.477.4466
kingcounty.gov/whatdoidowith

Washington State Recycling  
Database
1.800.RECYCLE (732.9253)
1800recycle.wa.gov 

Alternative formats  
available upon request.  
Call 253.835.2771,  
TTY Relay 711
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How to Store Fruits & 
Veggies
Most people feel bad about throwing away produce 
that they paid good money for. King County wants to 
help! They have a handy “Fruit and Vegetable Storage 
Guide” with tips on how to store different produce. 
(Some of these might surprise you!)  
In addition, there are shopping tips and  
recipes for how to use leftovers. 

Visit RecycleFood.com and click on “Food: Too Good 
to Waste” or call 206.477.4466. 

No Milk Cartons in the 
Food/Yard Waste Cart

Milk cartons have plastic inside 
them that does not break down in 
the composting process. Please 
rinse and place in your regular 
blue recycling container—do not 
place in your food/yard waste 
cart.

Free Gardening Advice
The Garden Hotline offers 
practical, safe, effective 
and natural solutions to 
garden problems. This 
service is free to home 
gardeners and landscape 
professionals 
throughout King 
County. Find out ways 
to reduce waste, 
conserve water 
and resources, and 
minimize hazardous 
chemical use while creating a vibrant landscape.

Food Scraps Belong in 
Your Yard Waste Cart
About 1/3 of what ends up in our garbage carts 
is food scraps and food soiled paper. Peels and 
trimmings, meat scraps, plate scrapings, egg 
and nut shells, coffee grounds, used paper towels 
and napkins—even greasy pizza delivery boxes—
all belong in your yard waste cart. This cart is 
emptied every week (just like your garbage cart) 
so you can avoid odors or pests. Your kitchen 
collection tub should have a tight lid, and it also 
helps to line it with a compostable bag. Rinse 
the tub after emptying, and layer yard waste on 
top of the food wastes that go in your yard waste 
cart. Once you’ve gotten in the habit, check your 
garbage cart—if you no longer fill it, downsize 
and save. 

Pet Waste Belongs in  
the Garbage
Please bag pet waste and place in the garbage—do 
NOT put in your food and yard waste cart or in your 
home compost bin. Cat and dog waste contains 
harmful bacteria that could make people sick. 
Landfills are designed to safely handle 
substances such as dog waste, cat 
litter, and dirty diapers. So please, 
scoop the poop, bag it and put it in 
the trash!

KEEP IT FRESH!
Waste Less, Save More.  

Fruit and Vegetable Storage Guide

FRIDGE

FREEZER
Freeze fruits and 
veggies that you 
wonʼt eat in time. 
Brown bananas 

work great in 
smoothies or 

banana bread.

PANTRY
Store onions and 
garlic in a cool, 

dark place 
separate from 

potatoes.

Store stone fruit on 
counter until ripe, then   

           place in 
              fridge.

COUNTER

Store cabbage 
 loose in 

     crisper     
        drawer.

Store apples 
loose and away   

from other   
   produce.

  Store leafy herbs   
(except for 
  basil) in a

     glass of water  
  with a plastic 

bag over the top.

The Garden 
Hotline  

206.633.0224  
gardenhotline.org 
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Repair Café—Free Event!
Do you have a broken lamp, pair of ripped jeans, 
or busted chair sitting around? Don’t trash them—
bring them to the Repair Café! Skilled “fixers” 
will be there to repair your damaged or broken 
household items—for free!

Residents are encouraged to sign up in advance 
and describe what small household items you 
plan to bring for repair. Walk-ins are welcome and 
everyone will be assisted as time is available. 

Please bring only items small enough for one 
person to easily carry in. Please do not bring 
any items that are leaking, dangerous, use 
gasoline, or have a strong odor. We can’t make 
appointments for specific 
times, and you must be 
present during the repair. 
No guarantees that a given 
item can be fixed (or that 
attempting to fix it won’t 

“break” it even 
more). 

To sign up to attend, or if you 
have questions, please contact 
Tom Watson, King County 
EcoConsumer, at 206.477.4481 
or tom.watson@kingcounty.gov. 

Repair Café 
Monday,  

May 22, 2017 
3 – 6 PM 
 City Hall 

33325 8th Ave S 

Tool Library Update 
The South King Tool Library (SKTL, pronounced 
“skittle”) had hoped to open its doors already, but a 
few little obstacles like building codes and budget 
caused delays. Thanks to many wonderful local 
individuals and organizations, the new SKTL building 
will be built from reused cargo shipping containers and 
reclaimed building materials. With expert architectural 
planning, this new space will not only house the tool 
library, but model cost-saving, space-saving, eco-
friendly and sustainable building practices for our 
community.

A tool library is like a regular library, but it loans out 
tools and equipment instead of books. Examples of 
items to check out include extension ladders, weed 
eaters, sawzalls, leaf blowers, hand trucks, shop vacs, 
carpet shampooers, folding tables and more!

SKTL is a volunteer-run organization which needs 
help in order to open this summer! Please consider 
volunteering in one of the following areas: 

• Tool sorting • Tool repair
• Data entry • Operations planning
• Project coordination • Communications
• Event planning & support • Fundraising
• Grant writing • Social media

 

Marlene’s Market Offers 
“Green Living” Classes
The City is sponsoring free classes on a variety 
of green topics. Classes will be held at Marlene’s 
Market, 2565 S Gateway Center Pl, Federal Way. 
Registration and more information: 253.839.0933 
or MarlenesMarket-Deli.com/classes 

• Green Cleaning

• Worm Bins & Backyard Composting

• Got Junk? Bulky Item Recycling Options

• Rain Barrels

• Organic Gardening

• Attracting Butterflies, Bees & Birds

• Fruit Tree Pruning

• Plant Identification Workshop

• And more!

Website: SouthKingTools.org

Email: info@southkingtools.org

Facebook: facebook.com/fwtoollibrary 

Waste Management attends events  
throughout the summer where they will  
have a garbage truck available to see, 

touch and climb in. Check their website at 
wmnorthwest.com/federalway  
or follow them on Facebook at  

Think Green Federal Way for updates.

Want 
to  

Touch a 
Recycle 
Truck?
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Waste Management 
  l  Start, cancel or change garbage, recycling or 

yard waste services
  l  Missed collection and/or cart replacement
  l  Vacation service hold (advance notice only)

1.800.592.9995 (M-F 7AM-7PM, Sat 9AM–1PM) 
wmnorthwest.com/federalway

City of Federal Way Recycling 
  l   Assistance with recycling and composting
253.835.2771 
 recycle@cityoffederalway.com 
cityoffederalway.com/recycling

King County Transfer Stations
 l  Facilities for disposing of garbage for a fee

206.477.4466, kingcounty.gov/solidwaste

Algona Transfer Station 
35315 W Valley Hwy, Algona

Bow Lake Transfer Station & Recycling Center 
18800 Orillia Rd S, Tukwila

Household Hazards Line
  l Assistance with reducing and disposing of 

household hazardous waste in King County
1.888.ToxicEd (869.4233), HazWasteHelp.org

If You’re Not a Perfect 
Recycler, Get Paid for 
Your Opinions
The City needs your help to make recycling 
easier for everybody. We’re asking for input 
from people who may not be the world’s most  
perfect recyclers.  We’ll host small discussion  
groups year round to talk about how people recycle. 
Each participant will receive $50 for the two-hour  
session. You must live in Federal Way city limits,  
have current garbage and recycling service through 
Waste Management and be over the age of 25.  
One participant per household, please.

If interested, please email your contact information 
to recycle@cityoffederalway.com to get on the 
scheduling list for these “focus group”-style 
discussions.

Pay Your Garbage Bill 
Locally
Sometimes customers need the convenience of 
a walk-in payment option to pay their garbage 
bill. Waste Management now offers several pay 
station locations in Federal Way. Cash or check 
only accepted at this time. Please call ahead for 
hours and service fees (and please remember to 
bring your WM invoice).

• Fred Meyer, 33702 21st Ave SW 
• Game Lobster, 32610 Pacific Hwy S, A2 
• Purified Water to Go, 2012 S 314th St 
• Valley Harvest, 28855 Military Rd S 
• Walmart, 1900 S 314th St  & 34520 16th Ave S

Services Available at Bow Lake Transfer Station
18800 Orillia Rd S, Tukwila 
The Bow Lake Transfer Station and Recycling Center offers recycling options in addition to garbage 
disposal. Residents can recycle the following items for free: regular curbside recyclables, scrap metal, 
bicycles, needles/sharps and clothing/shoes. Appliances and yard debris are accepted for a fee. They 
are open seven days per week and have extended hours for your convenience. Call 206.477.4466 or visit 
kingcounty.gov/solidwaste and click on “facilities” for rates and more information.

 Grant funded by the Wash. State Dept. of Ecology, the Local Hazardous Waste 
Printed on recycled paper. Management Program in King County and the King County Solid Waste Division.


