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Spring Cleaning: 7 Tips for Cleaning Up Your Dock

Spring cleaning for lakeside residents often includes the cleaning 
and maintenance of docks. It’s important to get your dock ready for 
the summer, but if you’re not careful, this annual ritual can contribute 
to water quality problems in the lake. Here are some helpful tips for 
cleaning and maintaining your dock that will help protect your lake:

 Sweep up leaves, debris, and bird droppings. Use a firm scrub 
brush to loosen what remains then sweep up.

Do not sweep or hose debris into the lake, especially bird 
droppings.

Avoid the use of solvents and soaps. Lake water is just as 
effective for cleaning.

Do not pressure wash. This makes it easy to wash debris 
directly into the lake, and may degrade your dock.

Use a 3 to 1 blend of olive oil and white vinegar to remove 
stains. Use baking soda to clean aluminum and steel pieces.

Leave your dock’s upper surface unpainted and untreated. If 
you must, use a sealant with low VOCs designed for docks.

Never use oil-based preservatives. Even one drop that hits the 
water can create a very large oil sheen.
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In addition to the popular swimming 
beach, playground, and picnic areas, 
Steel Lake Park is home to 52 acres of 
opportunities for recreation, rest, and 
relaxation this spring and summer.

As we settle into the warmer months, 
take some time to enjoy the sunshine 
while playing sand volleyball, catching 
some air at the skateboard park, or 
winning a game or two at one of 
the many horseshoe pits. In addition 
to the constant attractions, the City 
of Federal Way Parks Department 
schedules a variety of events 
throughout the summer for families to 
get outside and have some fun!

Calendar of Events

June 1: Hooked on Fishing Derby
• Fishing event for children ages 2-12
• $4/child (pre-register); $5 day of
• 8 am - 12 pm
    
July 17, 24, 31, August 14: 
Summer Sounds Concert Series
•	 Free concerts in the park for all
•	 Pack a picnic and bring the family!

August 7: Kids Day
• Kids day in the park for ages 2-12
• Free event; Inflatable slide ($3/child)
• 11am - 3 pm

Steel Lake Park:
Your Destination for Summer Fun!
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Good Things Come to Those Who Bait!
For the avid fishermen who frequent 
North Lake, it’s been a long winter wait 
for the lake to reopen. According to 
the Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (WDFW) website, eager 
fishermen and women can enjoy 
pursuing freshly stocked Rainbow Trout 
and resident Largemouth Bass in the 
lowland waters of North Lake. 

If you’re a trout angler, plan to be an 
early bird since spring catch rates are 
highest early on in the season, and 
decline as water temperatures warm 
up throughout the summer. Another 
reason to get out on the lake early 
is the annual WDFW Statewide Trout 

Fishing Derby. Anyone with a valid 
fishing license can participate all 
season long from April 27 - October 31. 
If you catch a tagged rainbow trout, 
call the number on the tag to claim 
your prize. There are over 1,000 prizes 
available, totaling over $39,000, and 
prize values can reach up to $1,000! 
Best of luck to all the anglers out there, 
and happy fishing!

FAST FACTS
Season Opens: Saturday, April 27, 2019

Access Area Features: boat ramp, 
toilets, and paved parking

Wildlife waste pollutes lakes.
DO NOT feed the waterfowl.
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Your Lake Management District was created for the 
purpose of maintaining the health of your lake. This 
includes ongoing aquatic vegetation management, 
community education, water quality monitoring, and 
other related projects for the residents of North and 
Steel Lakes. These activities are funded by YOU!

Please be aware that if you fail to make your assessment 
payment by June 1st, you are considered delinquent 
and there will be a lien placed against your property by 
the County. After 3 years of delinquency, the County 
moves into the foreclosure process. Unpaid assessments 
also accrue interest monthly until payment is made.

Also, please note that payments are made to King 
County, not the City of Federal Way. Inquiries about 
these assessments or payment procedures may be 
directed to King County Assessments Customer Service 
at (206) 263-1893.

REMINDER: Pay Your Assessment Bill!


