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Fireworks: An Environmental Hazard
The upcoming Fourth of July holiday is a time when we join together to celebrate 
our nation and the beginning of summer with the three F’s: Family, Friends, and 
most notably, Fun! Although many people consider fireworks to be a part of that 
fun, it is important to remember that it is illegal to use, sell, discharge, or explode 
fireworks of any kind (including sparklers!) in the City of Federal Way (FWRC 6.63).

Fireworks can cause serious injuries, property damage, and environmental harm 
due to their many chemical ingredients 
and ability to start fires very quickly. As 
stewards of the beautiful North and Steel 
Lakes, please do not use fireworks. 

Firework debris like plastics and 
cardboard casings can easily blow into 
the lake, along with toxic chemicals 
leftover from the explosions. All of that 
pollution can create a dangerous 
environment for boaters, swimmers, and 
wildlife. 

After enjoying a beautiful day on the 
lake, head on over to Celebration Park 
to get your fill of spectacular fireworks at 
the annual Red, White, & Blues Festival. 
While you’re there, enjoy great music, 
delicious food, and fun games for the 
whole family.

On behalf of the Lake
Management Districts
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Swimmer’s Itch: What You Should Know

Have you noticed the new addition 
to your lake? During the week of June 
10th, researchers from UNC-Chapel 
Hill visited North and Steel Lakes to 
install lake level gauges for the Lake 
Observations by Citizen Scientists & 
Satellites (LOCSS) project.

This NASA-funded study is using a 
network of citizen scientists reporting 
lake height, along with satellite images 
from NASA, to better understand how 
lake volumes change over time, and 
what this means for lake ecosystems.

How Can I Become Involved?
Locate your lake’s gauge (south end 
of the lake at North Lake; swimming 
beach dock at Steel Lake), and follow 
the simple directions on the sign to 
record the lake height and text it to 
LOCSS. An automatic response will tell 
you the last measurement recorded.

For more information on LOCSS or to 
access lake data, visit: www.locss.org.

Lake Level Gauge at Steel Lake Park

ARE aquatic Weeds getting in your way?
Aquatic plants are essential to a healthy lake ecosystem, so please use weed rakes only 
as needed to maintain safe enjoyment of your shoreline or dock. To check out a weed 
rake at your lake, please contact:

North Lake: Darron Nash, (253) 332-2378    Steel Lake: John Pearson, (253) 946-0353

Wildlife waste pollutes lakes.
DO NOT feed the waterfowl.

Summer is upon us, and that means more beautiful, sunny days for getting out and 
enjoying your lake. It is important to remember, however, that because lakes are 
natural systems that support many types of plant and animal life, there may be risks 
associated with sharing that ecosystem with others. One such risk is swimmer’s itch. So 
before you jump in the lake this year, check out the FAQS below to learn more about 
what causes this itchy rash, how to treat it, and how you can avoid it.

What Is Swimmer’s Itch? Swimmer’s itch (cercarial dermatitis) is a skin rash caused by a 
parasite that lives in waterfowl. The parasite eggs are passed into the lake water from 
the waterfowl’s waste. As the eggs hatch and multiply in the water, they seek new 
waterfowl hosts to infect but can sometimes infect humans instead.

What Does Swimmer’s Itch Look Like? Swimmer’s itch appears as a rash of small, itchy 
red bumps that will disappear within 1-2 weeks. 

Is Swimmer’s Itch Contagious? No, swimmer’s itch is not contagious. 

Who Is at Risk? Everyone. However, children are especially at risk as they often swim 
in shallow waters where waterfowl nest and swim, and are less likely to towel dry 
themselves after swimming in the lake.

How Can I Avoid It? Do not swim in waters known to cause swimmer’s itch. If you do, 
towel dry or shower immediately after swimming. Do not attract waterfowl to swimming 
areas by feeding them to avoid contamination.

How Is Swimmer’s Itch Treated? Since the 
parasites require a waterfowl host, they will die  
off within 1-2 weeks after infecting a human. 
Itching the rash may cause other infections, so 
using anti-itch creams to soothe skin. Wearing 
clothing that covers the rash is encouraged.

Who Should I Contact If I Become Infected with 
Swimmer’s Itch? Please contact the City of 
Federal Way Parks Department by calling (253) 
835-6960 or (253) 835-6962.

For more information, visit the CDC’s webiste at:
https://www.cdc.gov/parasites/swimmersitch

Important Reminder: Boating Regulations
Please be advised that per Federal Way Revised Code 7.03.040 (19), the use of 
boats with internal combustion engines is strictly prohibited on North and Steel 
Lakes. Even if you are not using the engine, it 
cannot be on the boat when you are on the water. 
Combustion engines are likely to discharge oils and 
other pollutants into the lake, so please notify your 
neighbors and fellow lake-goers of this important 
rule to protect the health of your lake.

Participate in Citizen Science with NASA!



North and Steel Lake residents are invited to the Lake 
Management District cookout and potluck!

Wednesday, September 11th
5:00 PM to 8:00 PM

Steel Lake Park
Pavilion #1 (by the beach area)

Hamburgers and hotdogs will be provided, and:
Residents with Last Names A-K: salads, fruits, or veggies
Residents with Last Names L-Z: breads, chips, or dessert

Please RSVP to Leah Myhre
by September 6, 2019, at:

Leah.Myhre@cityoffederalway.com

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - ANNUAL LMD BBQ!!!

On behalf  of  the Lake
Management Districts
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